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THE DENVER BAR ASSOCIATION RECORD
The Hibben Meeting
There is no bombast about Dr. John
Grier Hibben, President of Princeton
University, who addressed the regular
luncheon meeting of the Association
on February tenth. Despite the great
dignity of his position and the well-
poised dignity of his personality, he is
a man of altogether natural manner,
not without the humility which goes
with wisdom. Hence, there is no ped-
antry in his utterances and, therefore,
much pleasure to be found in listening
to him speak.
Novitiates Are Welcomed
President Marsh presided and, be-
fore Dr. Hibben's address, said a few
words of welcome to the twenty
newly-admitted members of the
Colorado Bar who were our guests
at the luncheon. It was a joy, Mr.
Marsh declared, to welcome these
new lawyers into our profession, for
they brought new corpuscles and
new life into our circulatory system
and made it possible to maintain
perennial youth in the profession.
They were starting out on an un-
charted sea where the tide of justice
ebbs and flows, and they might often
think that it ebbs more than it flows.
They must, therefore, be stout-
hearted and not cherish the ambi-
tion that they would never lose a
case; nor should they be dismayed
if courts occasionally decided
against them, for the courts were
never wrong, if they knew it. Law-
yers should deal in principles and
not in personalities, and ought not
to fear adversity, for all of us share
in this and it serves to purify human
character. Concluding, Mr. Marsh
expressed the hope that the new
members of the Bar would ever be
an honor to their profession and al-
ways deserve the high calling of a
free government, adding that one of
the first things they should do was
to join and receive the benefit of
their local bar associations.
Presenting Pershing of Princeton
President Marsh said that the As-
sociation was indebted to Mr. Robert
W. Stedle and the entertainment
committee for arranging for this
"Princeton Day in the Rockies" and
called upon Mr. James H. Pershing
to introduce President Hibben.
Mr. Pershing said that whenever
"Jack" Hibben came to town all the
Princeton clan foregathered to wel-
come him; that President Hibben
had graduated from Princeton in the
class of 1882; that about the year
1892 he had become Professor of
Logic, holding that chair for about
eight years; that he came to the
Presidency of the University in 1912
and that this was his fifteenth anni-
versary in the office. He then re-
ferred to -the results of a recent
questionnaire, addressed to Harvard
students in which they were asked
why they were going into the pro-
fession, which had developed the
fact that they had been inspired by
a desire to "belong to a learned pro-
fession." " Mr. Pershing then refer-
red to the "all-aroundness" which
lawyers should have and of the ne-
cessity for their having ability to deal
with human nature, declaring that
they were bound to know something
of every subject. There was danger
in this, he said-danger of being
drawn far away from the real
sources of learning, and, therefore,
it was quite appropriate for this
body. to be brought back to one of the
great sources of learning - Prince-
ton University - and to have the
privilege of listening to one who was
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engaged in the pursuit of learning-
Dr. John Grier Hibben.
A "Companionate Barrister"
When he had received Mr. Steele's
telegram inviting him to speak be-
fore the Denver Bar, President Hib-
ben said that he had regarded it as
a subpoena-a command-and there
was nothing for him to do but obey.
He felt, he declared, as if we were
admitting him as a member of the
Bar Association with the new mem-
bers and that, while he had not pass-
ed any examination for the profes-
sion and should not like to be put to
the test, he thought at least that he
might propose himself as a "com-
panionate member." This remark
brought down the house with laugh-
ter and applause and Dr. Hibben ex-
plained that a "companionate" re-
lationship in life was a comfortable
one because if you didn't like it that
was the end of it.
The Greatest Speech
He could not, he said, make a
speech such as Joseph Choate made
at the dedication of the buildings of
the City College of New York, when
Dr. Hibben had represented Prince-
ton. It was a hot day, Dr. Hibben
said, and the program was long and
tedious. Finally, about half past
one in the afternoon, Mr. Choate
was called upon for the concluding
address and said that he would fol-
low the advice of his father who had
warned him at the time he was ad-
mitted to the bar, "Joseph, never
address a hungry jury." That, Dr.
Hibben declared, was the most elo-
quent speech he had ever heard.
Princeton Traditions
The greatest historic tradition of
Princeton University, Dr. Hibben
said, was the part played by Prince-
ton men in drafting the Constitution
of the United States. Ten graduates
of Princeton had participated in the
Constitutional Convention, Prince-
ton being represented by more of
its men than any other college. We
all knew the leading role played by
Madison, who was a graduate of
Princeton, and of the important
parts played by Oliver Ellsworth
and Justice William Patterson in
the actual wording of the final in-
strument. And this tradition had
come down to Princeton, he said, to
pass on to the undergraduates a
fundamental reverence for the prin-
ciples of justice at the foundation of
our Constitution.
New Ideas of Liberty
The relations of life today, Dr.
Hibben declared, were vastly differ-
ent from those prevailing at the time
of the adoption of the Constitution
and the problem of giving the in-
dividual liberty that will not infringe
upon the liberty of others had to be
solved in a different way. Our fore-
fathers had lived with great spaces
between them, just as the pioneers
of this state had lived here, and they
could love their neighbors as them-
selves because they so seldom saw
them. But today we lived closer and
closer together and were members of
a compact mass. The problem today,
therefore, was not the same but the
question now was, how shall my lib-
erty be consonant with the greatest
good of the greatest number? A
man today must have a conscious-
ness that he is a vital part of the
mass and could not stand off to one
side claiming his rights as an in-
dividual against the greatest good
of the greatest number. And conse-
quently, Dr. Hibben said, we find
that modern legislation is regarding
the interests of the whole, illustrat-
ing this by reference to various
health and police regulations which
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would have been superfluous in the
old days of great distances between
men but were now tremendously im-
portant because of the great possi-
bilities of detriment to society if the
subjects covered by them were not
controlled by law.
Two Points of View
The individual today must feel
himself part of the whole and this,
Dr. Hibben said, he would illustrate
by two statements. One had been
made by a Pennsylvania anthracite
miner who had saved his money for
years to send his boy through col-
lege. When he had been asked why
he had made so many sacrifices to
give his boy a college education, he
had replied, "I want him to have an
education so that when he gets out
into the world he can look every
man in the eye and tell him to go
to hell." That, Dr. Hibben said, was
an example of extreme individual-
ism, representing the attitude of sel-
fishness, of getting the most out of
things and of feeling a sense of in-
dividual power. The other state-
ment he referred to was one made
by a character in one of Dostoyef-
sky's novels, who propounded the
question, "Do you not know that we
were born with a purpose that we
might live together?" This was the
right attitude, Dr. Hibben declared,
for we were born into this age to
live together, and Princeton was
trying now to implant in its young
men the seeds of service to others-
to inspire them with a feeling of the
importance of their mission in life.
The Modern Menace
He would close, he said, with a
reference to an existing menace in
the law of our day-the idea that it
is possible to legislate concerning
questions of fact and the interpreta-
tion of truth. Legislatures, he de-
clared, were now attempting to take
on the function of the universities,
a'nd he particularly referred to the
lerislation concerning the teaching
of the doctrine of evolution. He had
not worried about this much, he
said, as long as the effort was con-
fined to Tennessee but in touring
the country he had been surprised
to find a similar effort being made
in other states. In Minnesota, he
said, there was a bill pending be-
fore the legislature, with a 50-50
chance of passing, which prohibited
the teaching of any biological facts
in any way suggesting the idea of
evolution, and in California he had
found a bill pending of the same na-
ture. Such proposals were a menace
to the freedom of thought and of
teaching.
"Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of
Knowledge"
We had been assured, Dr. Hibben
declared, the rights of life, liberty,
and the pursuit of happiness, and in
educational circles the right to the
pursuit of knowledge was also
claimed. What was the use of re-
search if a prohibition like this one
concerning evolution were tacked
on it? It was discouraging that any
legislative body in this free land
should attempt to legislate concern-
ing our origin. He was not concern-
ed at all, he declared, with his own
personal origin, whether he came
from a handful of dust or from some
plasm was a matter of indifference
-whether he originated in dead na-
ture or in living nature. He might
have come from a monkey but-if he
had, he had come a long way; he
was not interested in looking back-
ward but in looking into the future.
Evolution and God
All we knew about the matter, Dr.
Hibben said, was that man had in
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some way raised himself above the
beast, that he was cognizant of his
own dignity and bore in his own na-
ture the image of God. Dr. Keene, an
eminent Philadelphia surgeon, eigh-
ty-five years old, looking back over
his past life, had written a book, he
said, with the curious title, "I be-
lieve in God and in Evolution," and
it was entirely logical. It is illogi-
cal, Dr. Hibben declared, to say that
belief in God is incompatible with
belief in the theory of evolution, and
he would have conditioned any stu-
dent of Logic who had said that be-
lief in evolution implied atheism.
The Lesson of the Grand Canyon
Illustrating his own belief in evolu-
tion, Mr. Hibben spoke of having re-
cently viewed the Grand Canyon and
said that no one could see it with-
out realizing that it had not been
built in a day and knowing that all
of the ages had brought their little
elements of contribution to make it
the magnificent thing that it is. No
one, he declared, could see nature
without realizing what a tremendous
time had been required to evolve the
wonderful world in which we live
and that in itself is the greatest
miracle of all time.
Man is ruling this world, he de-
clared in conclusion; man is the
master of it; and all who look on
him realize that he is made in the
image of God.-J.C.S.
The First Book of Judges
(As reported by JOSEPH C. SAMPSON)
For the scribe who would essay to
report such an affair as the "Judges
Meeting" held at the Chamber of
Commerce on the evening of February
twenty-first, there is no better scrip-
tural rule than "Judge not, lest ye be
judged," for it is indeed a dangerous
task. Hence, the remarks of our ju-
dicial orators are set down here with-
out comment but as fully as our long
hand memoranda of the proceedings
permit. If there is error in the Rec-
ord, we can find no consolation in the
possibility of appeal, for in this in-
stance at least the District Court is
Supreme.
Among our uncommon judges, we
observed, for the first time on this oc-
casion, a common characteristic-a
Romanesque profile-but venture no
opinion here as to whether or not this
be a prerequisite to judicial prefer-
ment, leaving the answer to that rid-
dle to the physiognomists and the
character-readers. Next time they are
all assembled at one table, however,
not only count but study the judicial
noses and you will be able to account
for the unusually distinguished appear-
ance of our Bench.
President Marsh "Sounds Off"
Getting down to brass tacks while
the dessert was being served, Presi-
dent Marsh introduced Luke J.
Kavanaugh, Chairman of the Police
and Justice Court Committee, ex-
plaining the occasion for the ap-
pointment of this committee during
the administration of Judge Butler
and suggesting temptingly that, aft-
er Mr. Kavanaugh's report had been
given, there would be intellectual re-
freshment.
